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SUMMARY:

We greatly appreciate the generous support provided annually from the Harold E. Ford
Foundation for recruiting and retention efforts of the Poultry Science Department at Mississippi
State University (MSU). These funds have enabled us to produce and distribute creative
materials for recruitment purposes at several venues in Mississippi as well as in other states. As
of August 11, 2026, the number of enrolled students majoring in Poultry Science was 46 and the
goal of attaining at least 70 undergraduates seems far away. We are disappointed with that
number, since for the past couple of years we have been aiming for at least 55 undergraduates in
our program, historically between now and when classes start later this month (August 19) the
number will go up. A bright spot at MSU is that the number of students admitted into the College
of Agriculture at MSU has increased over last year. We have tried to capture some of these
students; however there are barriers to recruiting outside of the University’s and College’s
efforts. With this said, we feel confident that our numbers will rebound, and our recruitment
efforts will bring MSU back to our goal of 60-70 students.

Poultry Science Degree Programs, Fall, 2026
* Poultry Science Faculty: 11 (12 with a shared person in Animal and Diary Sciences)
e Poultry Science Undergraduate Majors: 46 with 10 new incoming students
* Number graduated 2025-2026:
o Undergrad — 12
o Grad—-6
Undergraduates placed: 12
o Poultry Industry: 7
o Grad School in Poultry: 3
o Law School: 1
o Unknown: 1
* Incoming undergraduate students: 10
o Freshmen: 8 (MS, AL, TN, and SC)
o Transfers: 2 (MS and GA)
e Incoming graduate students:
o For MS and PhD: 5
e Total graduate students: 18 (MS-12 and PhD-6; from AL, FL, MS, Argentia, China,
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Czech Republic, Ecuador, France, Honduras, Guatemala, Guyana, and Nepal)
RECRUITING EFFORTS — ACTIVITIES, EVENTS, MATERIALS

Ongoing/Recurring Annual Recruiting Activities Supported Partially or Fully by the
Ford Foundation Funding

Packets sent to prospective students around the US, these included printed materials
and souvenirs with informational messages.

Hosted Academic Insights lunch for student applicants and parents whose student has
been accepted to MSU but who have not yet committed to a major. After meeting with
the Departmental recruiter, students and parents visit our classroom and laboratory
facilities and are treated to lunch and presentation geared to the opportunities a major in
Poultry Science provides. Students then go on a tour of the poultry farm, while parents
remain behind and are provided further information about the Department, scholarships
and career opportunities that a degree in Poultry Science provides. Current Poultry
Science Undergraduate students participate in this event and provide the farm tours.

Conducted Poultry Hatch-out Project in elementary schools throughout MS; incubators
with hatching eggs were placed in 200* classrooms 6,000+ school children*) during the
final week of incubation. At the end of the week, presentations and Q&A sessions are
held, with emphasis on food production, poultry industry, and biosecurity.

*These numbers are a conservative estimate. The demand for this program is so high that
there currently is a one year wait list due to a lack of resources (people, time and money).

Had a booth for recruitment at the National 4-H Poultry and Egg Conference
as well as at IPPE.

Promotional material purchased with funds was handed at the MSU CALS sponsored
Discovery Day. This event was held in Starkville and over 300 students stopped by the
Department of Poultry Sciences Booth to collect swag as well as talk to faculty about
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majoring in Poultry Science as well as career opportunities in Poultry.

Travel support for the MSU sponsored Pathways2Possibilities: P2P Central Mississippi.
Several thousand 8™ and 9™ graders attended the event to explore interactive, hands-on
career exploration centers in which our group highlighted the opportunities that a degree
in Poultry Science offers.

Support for the Departments latest effort - Poultry Discovery Day - that had 40 attendees
in the 5-13 age range and an additional 21 attendees in the 14-18 ages (61 total). This
event was held in the Department and was aimed at teaching fundamental poultry basics
as well as to show attendees and their parents the multitude of opportunities that a degree
in Poultry Science has to offer.
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Participated in the CALS on the Road Tour. This event was held in the Jackson MS
area and targeted high school students. Funding was used for promotional materials that
was distributed highlighting a degree in Poultry Science from MSU and the career paths
that a degree in this field could provide.

Provided support (judge’s travel, per diem; awards) for the Mississippi State 4-H Poultry
Chain Project that involved 145 4-H youth and ~700 birds entered. The Mississippi
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Poultry Association has dedicated a $1000 scholarship to the top winner at this contest if
they enroll in MSU Poultry Science.

Visited local high schools for poultry necropsy demos and to discuss majoring in poultry
science and the career opportunities with high school students.

Several high school groups, from MS and AL visited MSU and were given tours of the
poultry research farm as well as the poultry building. Afterwards they were provided with
poultry swag and curriculum information.

Over 30 individual tours with perspective students and parents on campus to see
facilities, classrooms, discuss curriculum along with gifting MSU Poultry Swag. Many of
the new incoming students participated in these tours.

FFA, 4-H and other youth programs not mentioned above in which swag as well as
recruitment material was handed out:

e FFA State Contest

4-H Egg Chef Challenge

4-H Avian Bowl

4-H Poultry Judging

4-H Omelet Cooking

4-H BBQ cook-off

4-H Crepe Cook-off

Farm to Fork a Poultry Enrichment Camp
GROW Starkville Tour and Necropsy
STEAM Day Workshop

Project Achievement Day's

In addition to the K-12 activities, funds were used for the Collegiate Poultry Judging
Team to partially support travel to attend the competition in Arkansas; team members
are required to participate in recruitment events.

Other Recruitment Activities at MSU not funded by Ford Foundation

We have implemented an online dual enrollment credit course for high school ag
students to gain credit for PO 3313 Commercial Poultry Production. Our intent was to
use this course to recruit students to MSU from high schools by allowing them to be
introduced to Poultry Science as a degree program and participate in college courses prior
to making their college decisions. Fifty-five students have taken this course over the first
two years that it has been offered. The feedback from those students that have taken the
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course have been overwhelmingly positive, with the majority stating that they would
strongly favor majoring in or working in Poultry. It will be offered every Fall semester
and may be expanded if the demand is high enough.

Articulation Agreements with Other Universities and Colleges

» There is an active articulation agreement with Nebraska College of Technical
Agriculture in Curtis, NE.

* Alcorn State University and MSU are in the middle of reapproving the 3+1
agreement that has been in place since 2022.

» This past year a 2+2 program with North Georgia was implemented which will allow
for a pathway to gain transfer students wanting to major in Poultry Science to go to
MSU.

» Strong relationships and a 2+2 program with Jones College, in Ellis MS. This eases
the process of student transfers from this junior college which is in the MS poultry belt.
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MSU Department of Poultry Science
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